[image: image1.png]Saturday, January 30, 2016

Overcoming a
major handicap
REVIEW

The Phoenix Players’ Par For The .
Course :
Arts Centre, Swindon

THIS latest production by the Phoenix
Players is the 125th production directed

by Daphne Breakspear. As a stalwart of

the am dram scene, Daphne has directed
many different genres of shows for theatrical
companies in Swindon.

The Phoenix Players are performing the
comedy Par for The Course, written by Peter
Gordon, at the Art Centre this week. The
curtain rises on Captain’s Day at the Seven
Lakes Golf Club. When the captain becomes
indisposed, confusion reigns. A series of
disasters mount and the characters discover
that personal relationships off the course are
more dangerous than on it.

Nicholas Gratton.takes on the lead role
of Simon, showing great comedy timing
throughout and an ability to learn a huge
amount of dialogue without the hint of a
prompt.

He also showed professionalism in the way
he dealt with having a new leading lady at the
last minute after poor Nicky Ashdown broke
her foot on the Saturday night before the run
of the play.

It is never easy to step into a part at the
last minute, especially when you don’t know
the play and need to read the part. Ann E
Despres gave a lovely performance, and | )
hardly noticed the script in her hand because
of the way she delivered the lines.

The newcomers did very well too. It must
have been very daunting for them having
rehearsed for a long time to suddenly find
things so different on first night.

The other members of the cast - Alex
Pitcher, Raman Aggarwal, Annabel Sly and
Marlene Poole - are to be congratulated on a
job well done.

Well done to you all. ROS HOLLANDS




